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8 ways to make your Sri Lanka trip truly
memorable

Thinking of visiting the Indian island nation? Here's how to make your trip one
you'll never forget

By Emily Thornhill Feb 8, 2018

Thinking of visiting the Indian island nation? Here's how to make your trip one you'll
never forget
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Climb Sigiriya, the Lion Rock
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If your travels take you north of the island then we highly recommend exploring the
ancient royal cities and sites in Dambulla and Polonnaruwa. Get an early start and
climb the rock fortress of Sigiriya Rock, the Unesco World Heritage site which sits 200
metres high. At the top you'll find King Kasyapa’s ancient palace, but first you have to

pass the giant lion gateway.

Explore the temples
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Once you've finished with your rock climb, nestled away in the nearby hilltops hides
the uniquely preserved Dambulla cave temples waiting for you to explore. Inside the
five cave temples sit 153 Buddha statues, three statues of Sri Lankan kings and four of
gods and goddesses as well as hundreds of intricate wall paintings. Outside you’ll find
a lotus pond, stunning vistas across the country and inquisitive monkeys.

Travel by train

http://www.harpersbazaar.com/uk/travel/g16760684/8-ways-to-make-your-sri-lanka-trip-truly-memorable/ 3/9



2/19/2018 8 ways to make your Sri Lanka trip truly memorable

Getty Images

If you've stopped to explore Sri Lanka's capital, Kandy, then hop on a train from there
to Ella and journey through the lush, green mountains. Originally built and used to
transport tea and coffee to the ports, the scenic train route is now a tourist attraction in
its own right. Grab a window seat and a bag of freshly sliced pineapple sprinkled with
salted chilli to enjoy while looking out for tea pickers and hikers climbing Adam’s
Peak.

ADVERTISEMENT - CONTINUE READING BELOW

Stay at Chena Hunts by Uga Escapes
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Courtesy of Uga Escapes

Wish your safari could last even longer? Why not check into Chena Huts which sits
within Yala National Park. The luxurious and unique retreat is home to plush cabins
which nestle amongst dunes and trees at the ocean’s edge. Take a dip in your own
private plunge pool, book a massage at the resort’s spa and then head to the beach
restaurant for incredible food and views. If you’re lucky you might be joined by an
elephant or two.

Visit Little England
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At an altitude of 6,128 ft you’ll find the city of Nuwara Eliya which is also
affectionately known as ‘Little England’ due to its cooler climate and colonial
architecture. The city was originally founded by Samuel Baker and became a retreat for
British tea planters. The city is now home to a leisure park that surrounds the lake as
well as being home to a golf course and multiple horse-racing events. Make sure you
visit the Grand Hotel and Town Post Office - ideal if you're feeling a little homesick.

Go on safari
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If you’re lucky, you might pass an Indian elephant on the open roads of Sri Lanka (that
and dozens of monkeys), but for guaranteed sightings we recommend getting up early
and going on a safari within Yala National Park. The site is home to more than 300
Indian elephants, mugger and saltwater crocodiles, sloth bears and wild water buffalos,
and boasts the highest leopard densities in the world - plus hundreds of species of
birds, monkeys and snakes.

ADVERTISEMENT - CONTINUE READING BELOW

Spend a night at Hill Rise
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Courtesy of Hill Rise

In the mood for some unadulterated luxury? Book yourself into Hill Rise in Nuwara
Eliya and curl up on the deep and fluffy sofas while enjoying a perfectly brewed cup of
tea. Head out into the garden for spectacular views across Lake Gregory or take a long
bath before retiring to your four-poster bed.

lour a tea plantation
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Why not finish your trip by heading into the hills and going on a tea tour? Find out
exactly how your cuppa is made before admiring the lush, verdant views of the country
and tasting a range of green, herbal and traditional breakfast teas with scones and
cakes. There are plenty dotted about throughout the country, all as equally impressive
as the next.

A similar itinerary will cost from £1,945 (based on 2 people sharing a room) for a 7-
night stay. Price includes 2 nights in the Cultural Triangle, 2 nights in Kandy, 2 nights
in Nuwara Eliya, 1 night in Yala, and a private chauffeur-drive service with return
Emirates flights. All elements of the itinerary can be tailor-made to your preferences.
Valid for travel on selected dates from 1 May — 30 June 2018. Price based on flights
from London Gatwick, supplements may apply for other departure airports. For more
information on Emirates Holidays or to book, visit emiratesholidays.com or call 0208
972 8949.
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