An island nation awakening

Sri Lanka is on the up and destined to become a top holiday spot

By Dylan Wiggan
18:07, 30 APR 2018
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Sri Lanka's biggest exports are tea, rubber and coconuts.

This fact was something | was proudly told by a local shortly after landing at Bandaranaike International
Airport.

My hosts were trying to familiarise me with the local culture, but feeling extremely tired after a long flight |
merely nodded along politely behind thick sunglasses thinking of tunes from Moana (my in-flight movie of

choice).

Tea, rubber, coconuts. It's one of those facts that you will either forget seconds after you hear it, or it will

stay immovably lodged forever in a corner of your mind next to piles of other useless trivia.

Clearly |, despite my jet-lag fuelled malaise, was in the latter camp.

COCONUTS

Coconut trees grow plentifully in Sri Lanka. As my group drove to our first hotel of three, Uga Escapes’

Ulagalla in Anuradhapura, they cut a constant figure in the sky out of our car window.

It's a long drive from the airport to Ulagalla, but when you arrive you'll see that is more than worth the time.
The stunning boutique hotel is home to 20 luxurious villas spread across 58 acres of beautiful Sri Lankan

greenery. My villa was of the highest quality and came complete with my own personal plunge pool.
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There is also a much larger communal pool towards the centre of the resort near an impressive 150-year-

old mansion, which is home to the site’s excellent restaurant Liya Wela.

Ulagalla is a tranquil locale best suited for those looking to relax or escape the rest of the world - which

makes it no surprise it is a hotbed for newlyweds.

Horse riding lessons, cooking demonstrations and massages are just some of the activities available at
Ulagalla. All of them are more than ably hosted by the expert staff, but ultimately | had my most

memorable experiences just enjoying my exquisite villa.
The rooms are impressively kitted out - despite being in the middle of Sri Lanka's great outdoors.

Air conditioning, of course, is standard, making the constant 30-plus degrees temperature no problem
when trying to sleep. The rooms have decent wi-fi, making it a cinch to update your preferred social media

platform with the perfect shots to make friends at home jealous, as well as a TV and speaker sound system.

Chena Huts, another Uga Escapes site | visited, has rooms of similar quality to Ulagalla's - but they come

beach views, rather than the much greener Ulagalla.
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But either way you can’t go wrong. Both have excellent restaurants that offer local flavours and something

you might find at home.

There are lots to do in the surrounding areas such as the Yala National Park, right next to Chena Huts,

which is home to great variety of animals such as elephants, sloth bears, leopards and water buffalo.

At Ulagalla we explored the local temples and observed local religious ceremonies during a bike tour of the

drea.

These more rural areas of Sri Lanka was the bulk of my trip but we also got to stay in Sri Lanka's biggest

urban city, Colombo.

TEA

"We probably wouldn't have a tea industry if it wasn't for colonialism. So | guess we have you guys to thank

for that,” said my host in an uncomfortable exchange.

“Oh, you're welcome?” | replied.

Chena Hut

Tea is just one of the many leftovers from British rule. During my stay at the Uga Escapes Residence hotel in

Colombo, | saw many seemingly out of place sights such as classic red phone boxes and post boxes.

The Residence hotel was not as luxurious as my Ulagalla or Chena Huts, but had it's own charm. A
communal pool and excellent restaurant Rare, made it an excellent spot to stay while exploring the mare

urban areas of Sri Lanka.
Courtesy of Sri Lanka In Style we had a walking tour of the city, learning about the culture and history.

Sri Lanka's capital brought a welcome contrast to the trip compared to the more exotic experiences at the

other sites, and shouldn't be missed for anyone travelling across the country.
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RUBBER

Despite being one of the country’s biggest exports, outside of tut tut wheels (the local taxis), | didn't see

much rubber during my stay in Sri Lanka.
What | did see, was a country that has bounced back from the brink, and is back on its feet and thriving.

It has been less than a decade since the Sri Lankan Civil War officially ended, so it naturally may be

something you worry about before booking a holiday.
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But from my time there it was clear Sri Lanka is driving forward and not looking back. During our tour in

Colombo our guide showed us images of the places we stood in just a few years before. The transformation

from warzone to thriving city was incredible.

With new hotels and businesses popping up all the time it is clear Sri Lanka is on the up and will become

one of the top holiday destinations in a few years - and from my experience it is very much deserved.
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